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IYFC Overview 
 Through key partnerships and collaborations, 

IYFC efforts focus on:  
 Enabling vibrant and resilient communities 
 Preparing the next generation of scientists 
 Enhancing science capacity in minority-serving 

institutions 
 Enhancing youth and family development 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Institute of Youth, Family, and Community (IYFC) addresses many challenges facing the nation’s youth, families, and communities in partnership with the land-grant university system, Cooperative Extension, and through federal and national collaborations. 
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Presentation Notes
IFYC’s three divisions, the Division of Youth and 4-H, the Division of Community and Education, and the Division of Family and Consumer Sciences, promote the human dimensions of NIFA’s food and agricultural sciences through research, education, and extension programs. The IFYC’s portfolio also includes long-standing and emerging partnerships with the Department of Defense and Military Service Components to support military children, youth, and family on military installations around the world, as well as the families of National Guard, Reserves, and Veterans living in communities far removed from military installations.




Division of Youth and 4-H 
 Positive Youth Development Focus 
 Programming bridges the gap between 

formal & non-formal education through 
supporting:  
 Experiential Learning  
 Leadership Development  
 Environmental and Agricultural Project 

Management 
 Community Engagement  



Division of Youth and 4-H 
Programs 

 4-H Youth Development 
Program  

 4-H Afterschool 
 Children, Youth, and 

Families At-Risk (CYFAR) 
 Serving the Needs of Military 

Youth  
 Agriculture in the Classroom  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 4-H Youth Development Program
 youth outreach program from the land-grant universities, Cooperative Extension Services, and USDA. 
4-H is a national leader in health-related educational issues
prepare youth by engaging them through direct access to the latest technological advances in agriculture, life sciences, family and consumer resources management, and human development. 
4-H Afterschool 
extension-enhanced program that provides a “learn by doing,” hands-on learning approach. 
help youth achieve social, emotional, physical, and academic success while developing healthy lifestyles and behaviors. 
Children, Youth, and Families At-Risk (CYFAR) 
Grant program focused on at-risk youth and families,  and supporting comprehensive, intensive, community-based programs -   supports programs in over 600 communities across U.S.
Serving the Needs of MilitaryYouth
program support military children, youth, and family programs on military installations around the world, as well as the families of National Guard and Reserves that are geographically dispersed away from installations
Agriculture in the Classroom 
a partnership of agriculture, business, education, government, and volunteers, designed to improve agricultural literacy in the nation's schools. 






Division of Youth and 4-H 

 Director: Lisa Lauxman 
 P 202-690-4568 
 F 202-720-9366 
 llauxman@nifa.usda.gov 

mailto:llauxman@nifa.usda.gov�


Division of Community and 
Education (DOCE) 

Areas of Focus:  
 Developing Human Capital & Expertise 

in Food and Agriculture 
 Increasing Capacity of Minority-Serving 

Institutions 
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Presentation Notes
Developing Human Capital & Expertise in Food and Agriculture
Supports Science, Math, Engineering and Technology Education and Workforce Development Programs that serve K-20 students
Increasing Capacity of Minority-Serving Institutions
1890 and 1994 land grant institutions, as non-land grants serving  Alaska Native, Hawaiian Native and Hispanic Serving Institutions
DOCE houses 23 Congressionally authorized programs
Goals of Programs: 
to (1) increase the number, quality, and diversity of the next generation of food and agriculture scientists, leaders, and workers; 
(2) develop a workforce that can address local and global needs; and 
(3) contribute to the development of an agriculture-literate citizenry.





DOCE Programs 

 Higher Education Multicultural Scholars 
Grants 
 National Needs Graduate Fellowship  
 NIFA Fellowship Grants 
 Higher Education Challenge Grants 
 STEM  
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Presentation Notes
Higher Education Multicultural Scholars Grants
provide scholarships to outstanding students from groups that are traditionally underrepresented and underserved.  Special emphasis is placed on training that will develop skills in science, technology, engineering, mathematics, and social sciences. 
National Needs Graduate Fellowship 
support fellowship programs that engage outstanding students in their master’s and doctoral degrees in expertise shortage areas 
NIFA Fellowship Grants
train and develop the next generation of agricultural, forestry, and food scientists needed to meet the nation’s agriculture and food system challenges. (pre and post doctoral students)
Higher Education Challenge Grants 
help colleges and universities provide the quality education necessary to produce graduates for the nation’s food and agricultural scientific and professional workforce.





Division of Community and 
Education  

 Director: Jermelina Tupas 
 P 202-720-1973 
 F 202-720-9366 
 jtupas@nifa.usda.gov 
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Division of Family and 
Consumer Sciences (DFCS) 
 Promoting the Social/Behavioral 

Dimensions of NIFA Sciences through: 
 scientific research and its application; 
 strategic partnerships; 
 Extension education; and  
 the preparation of the next generation of 

Family and Consumer Sciences 
professionals. 
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Presentation Notes
Dedicated program areas within DFCS include 
family and consumer economics;
housing and community living; 
nutrition, health, and wellness; 
child and family development; 
public and family policy; diversity; 
sustainable farm enterprises;
risk management education; 
regional rural development; 
rural sociology; and 
military family and veterans programs.




DFCS Programs 
 Regional Innovation 
 Enhancing Rural Prosperity 
 Agricultural Risk Management 
 Financial and Health Literacy 
 Nutrition, Health & Wellness 
 Promoting Healthy Homes 
 Opportunities/NIFA Priorities 
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Selected DFCS Programs
Regional Innovation
programs bring researchers and practitioners together to strengthen the science base for rural development policy and address key issues in rural America from a regional perspective. 
Enhancing Rural Prosperity
DFCS has been successful at providing access to trusted sources of information, education, and technical assistance in the adoption decisions of broadband and e-commerce. 
Agricultural Risk Management
reduces risk by educating agricultural producers on a range of risk management strategies &other farm management skills, including developing farm business plans. 
Trade Adjustment Assistance for Farmers
DFCS provides at-risk commodity producers with the knowledge, skills, and tools to make their operations more competitive. 
Financial Literacy
The Family and Consumer Economics Program Leadership is a key partner in promoting America Saves Week, and represents USDA on the Financial Literacy Education Commission (FLEC).
 Nutrition, Health and Wellness programs-health issues related to agriculture, community and economic vitality, and family and youth development by forming partnerships with others in the health community at the local, state, and federal levels. 
Promoting Healthy Homes
The DFCS Healthy Homes Initiative reached over 4.7 million consumers through a variety of educational methods, including training in rural areas to reduce the risk of lung cancer caused by radon.  
Opportunities/NIFA Priorities-human/social/behavioral dimensions of AFRI funded programs-climate variability and human impact, human issues around biofuels etc. 






Division of Family and 
Consumer Sciences  

 Director: Caroline Crocoll-Elrod Acting 
 P 202-720-4795 
 F 202-720-9366 
 ccrocoll@nifa.usda.gov  

 

mailto:ccrocoll@nifa.usda.gov�


Select RFAs With a Human 
Dimension  

• Rural Health & Safety Education 
(approx $1.4 million in 2012; not in 
budget for 2013) 

• CYFAR (2012 competition complete) 
• Childhood Obesity Prevention - AFRI 
• Integrated Food Safety Initiative – AFRI 
• National Integrated Water Quality 

Program (NIWQP) 
 



Challenge to SSSC 
• Facilitate understanding of the various 

science cultures within NIFA and how to 
interact with each other in a strategic and 
effective way. 

• Speak in terms of Human Sciences-not just 
“social” sciences which has an unintended 
effect of marginalizing us. 

• Help the Human Sciences articulate their role 
in NIFA priority areas. 

• The AFRI Challenge 
 



AFRI Grants shall be awarded to address 
priorities in US agriculture in the following 
areas:  

     A) Plant health and production and plant 
products; 
B) Animal health and production and animal 
products; 
C) Food safety, nutrition, and health; 
D) Renewable energy, natural resources, and 
environment; 
E) Agriculture systems and technology; and 
F) Agriculture economics and rural 
communities.  
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Presentation Notes
And the third is clearly focused on Human Health—

And yet, AFRI funds are only currently allocated to two of the three funding priorities specified in this line of the legislation.





Food Safety Challenge Area, 2011  

 
    A) Prevention and Control of Salmonella and 

Campylobacter in Poultry Flocks and Poultry 
Products, including Eggs  
B) Addressing Critical and Emerging Food 
Safety Issues: supporting research focused 
on identifying and characterizing emerging 
food-borne human pathogens and other 
contaminants in foods 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last year there were two Challenge Areas under Food Safety…could there be an opportunity for the inclusion of a human dimension this year?  I encourage you to read through the RFA from 2011 and submit your suggestions to the program leaders who are now drafting the RFA for 2012.



Food Security Challenge Area, 2012 

     A) Translational Genomics for Disease Resistance in 
Animals  

 B) Extension-driven Disease Prevention and Control 
in Animals 

 C) Translational Genomics for Improved Fertility of 
Animals 

 D) Minimizing Diseases due to Fungal Pathosystems 
 E) Management of Arthropod- or Nematode-vectored 

Plant Pathogens 
 F) Enhanced Implementation of Integrated Pest 

Management (IPM) for Vectored Pathogens 
 G) Sustainable Food Systems to Improve Food 

Security 
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Then there is the Food Security Challenge Area—these RFAs have already been released for 2012, but again I encourage you to review these RFAs and submit your suggestions for 2013—a human research dimension could easily be included that would be pertinent to the ultimate connection between agriculture, human consumption, access to food, hunger issues and health.  





 
The AFRI Funding Challenge 

 
    A) Where is AFRI funding for the legislative 

priority for Human Health? 
 B) What role might ESCOP stakeholders and 

others in areas of the social, behavioral and 
life sciences, have in advocating for change 
in AFRI funding allocations and priority 
setting with NIFA leadership? 

 
 



Waterfront Reconfiguration  
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